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 “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.   It 

does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; 

where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  For we 

know in part and we prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part 

disappears.   When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 

When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me.  For now, we see only a reflection as 

in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am 

fully known.  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.”  

 1 Corinthians 13:4-15 

From Pastor David 

Few issues have divided people more than their feelings about homosexuality. The United Methodist Church is 

standing on a precipice as we speak. There are factions that firmly believe homosexuality is a sin and should be 

rejected while others say we should always love our neighbor no matter what the circumstances. At General 

Conference, which is held in May 2020, a movement is afoot for separation. As I understand it, a more "traditional" 

group will petition to pull away from the current UMC. Those remaining will be supportive of gay pastors and same-

sex marriages (which are currently forbidden in the UMC Book of Discipline). Each church at the local level will be 

able to determine its own fate. It might actually take years before any changes occur because of the huge legal and 

financial implications. However, we as a congregation need to start having dialogue around this issue. We need to 

examine what the Bible and Wesleyan tradition actually say about it. What makes my heart heavy is the thought of 

division and separation. What's happening is like a family or a marriage breaking up. Each group will head off in its 

own direction. I would feel so sad to see some of our brothers and sisters no longer with us. I know you would, too. 

As we begin to have dialogue around this issue, I ask you to have an open heart and open mind. Ask God for wisdom. 

Pray, somehow, we can remain united in our love of God, our church and each other. Stay tuned for information on 

dialogues we will be having.   I would like to hold the first meeting Wednesday, February 5 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

church.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A4-15&version=NIV


 

 Belden United Methodist Church  

 Emergency Cancellation Policy/Procedures 
 
     Sometimes it is necessary to cancel a worship service due to facility issues or weather related conditions than        
     may include snow, ice, temperature with wind chill, tornado, flooding, etc…The best effort will be made to    
     contact members of the congregation in the event a worship service is cancelled. 
 

a. Who decides: Pastor and Lay Leader 
 

b. Time to cancel by:  7:30 am Sunday morning 
 

c. Considering factors:  Due to the various conditions (snow, ice, temperature with wind chill,  
tornado, flooding, facility issues etc…) deciding to cancel Sunday morning activities will be a 
commonsense approach, erroring on side of safety. 
 

d. How to inform congregation:  website calendar, phone text, or phone call, Fox 8 TV channel.  It 
should be noted our best effort will be made to contact the congregation of a cancellation. 

(A sign-up sheet will be posted and/or passed around the congregation yearly, asking members 
to indicate which method of contact is preferred text or phone call.  It is the responsibility of 
individual members to update his/her contact information as needed to keep records current.) 

 
e. Texting and phone calling the cancellation will be sent by Pastor and/or Lay Leader. 

 
f. Fox 8 will be contacted by Pastor or Lay Leader using the attached procedures. 

 
 

 

  



 
  



 

BUMC Council Meeting – Email Meeting 

January 21, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 

Committee/Ministry Reports 

Finance Report (Joyce Harvey/Treasurer Amy Richards) –  

• Everything is current 

 

Financial Secretary (Tracy Schriver) –  

• Final giving statements for 2019 have been printed and then handed out or mailed. 

• New boxes of offering envelopes have been handed out to those who use them. 

• More deposit slips and pew envelopes were ordered and have arrived. 

• Tracy will meet with Sue Gest by the end of Feb. to be the backup for recording the offering. 
 

Lay Servant (Tracy Schriver) – 

• Tracy has ideas for 2 sermon topics and hopes to expand them into actual sermons over the next 2-3 months,    

to be prepared in case Pastor David needs a backup.  
 

Endowment Committee (SueAnn Naso) –  

• We have $1,342.00 available from the general fund for distribution in 2020.   

• We received 3 applications for the use of the funds.   

• The committee will be reviewing all applications over the next couple of weeks and will announce the 

allocations between the end of Jan. and early Feb. 
 

Trustees (Gary Weegmann) –  

• We will be submitting a plan for the new church sign in the next several months to the Finance Committee. 

There will be two options to consider along with costs.  

• We continue to spend money and fix things at the church.  
 

Men’s Group (Gary Weegmann) –  

• We will be making and selling Super Bowl subs Feb. 2nd 
o The cost will be a donation 

 



 

Staff- Parish Relations (Theresa Trase/Linda Szajna) –  

• Child Protection Risk Management: 

o Renewal and first-time applications to work with children and youth will begin soon. Current   

applicants will be asked to review their information, sign and date it. A sexual-predator background 

check using the county sheriff website will then be conducted. Applications will be required from all 

church attendees who work or have the potential to be in contact with children and youth. 

o Children’s Church is for children ages 3 to 8. All are reminded that the Nursery Attendant or someone 

from the congregation should be asked help with “crowd control” and to ensure two adults are present 

per our child protection policy during Children’s Church. 
 

• Heather, Church Secretary, will begin the next membership inquiry round soon. Letters will be sent to  

members who have not been attending to invite them to rejoin us in worship and to find out interest in 

remaining on the Belden membership list. 

• The Worship Committee is to investigate and purchase of new alter cloths to replace the old, stained ones we 

currently have. It was noted that our current cloths are not dry cleanable due to embroidery and fringe work. 

The 2020 operating budget has included funds for their purchase. 

•  Upcoming 2020 events noted: 

o Feb. 9th: Potluck and speaker from Nehemiah Mission  

o March 16th: PI Day - free takeout pie slice from 4-6:30pm 

o June 15th-18th: Annual Conference at Lakeside 

o July 6th-10th: VBS 

o October (date TBD): Women’s Retreat  

• 2019 Year-end electronic (EZRA) report is due Jan. 22nd. Heather and Amy will be completing it. 

• It is expected the United Methodist Church denomination will separate, allowing those supporting the 

“traditional” church to leave the denomination. The vote takes place during General Conference in May 2020. 

Information regarding the proposal was given the SPRC committee. Council will need to begin investigation 

and preparations for Belden to decide which path we want to take. It was suggested to David that he hold 

“research” based Bible studies regarding what the Bible says about LGBTQ clergy and gay marriage support. 

The process for separation is expected to take through 2024 according to UMCNEWS.ORG. 

• The Trustees have developed a cleaning checklist for the cleaning company to initial as tasks are completed to 

ensure cleanliness of the church. 

 

VBS (Theresa Trase) –  

• July 6th – 10th, 2020 

 



 

Hospitality (Linda Szajna) –  

• Two welcome gift bags were given to visitors:  Tammy Dixon (Kate.), Linda Cook (Ed and Grace).   

• Notes sent to Tammy Traxler (Judy Harvey) and Casey Cramer.  

• Greeting cards sent for birthdays, get well, anniversary. 

• Events for Feb. Love Month: 

o Feb. 2nd: Sub sale, Tracy's mission project, both after church. 

o Feb. 9th: Pastor Jim Szakacs, Nehemiah Mission guest speaker, followed by potluck luncheon. 

• We will be hosting Pi day again Monday, March 16th from 4:00-6:30pm. 

o Theresa provided pies.   

o Helpers are needed for this event. 

• If anyone has news to be published in Rural Urban or chronicle, please let me know as I will be happy to do  

so. 

• Meal deliveries will be set up for Muriel Hosey, similar to Eileen Hahn, when Muriel returns home from 

Keystone. 

 

Pastor’s Report/Worship (Pastor David) –  

• Nehemiah Mission (Jim Szakacs) is coming on Feb. 9th. 

o Jim will preach and we will have a luncheon to follow. 

• Because of the possible split in UMC church, it is critical that we begin having dialogue regarding what the 

Bible says and how our congregation feels about this issue.  

o SPRC recommended having a Bible study to begin these talks. I will plan and organize this over the  

next few weeks and send out an e-blast announcing it. 

 

 

• We did receive a grant for developing a new website.  

o A team comprised of Pastor Dave, Larry Trase, Bob Flickinger and Heather Zoul are now actively 

working on getting the new site up and running. 

• With winter upon us and the harsh weather, please try to remind everyone (particularly seniors) that the 

Sunshine Committee is available to help with minor home and appliance repairs.  

• We started our "Mission Moment" in January with the announcement of Tracy Schriver's "Love U" project. In 

February Lee Ann Jones is doing Love Month.  

o Mission Moments are designed to allow members to spotlight a ministry that is important to them. I   

will remind people from the pulpit to present to me their ideas.  

 

Sunday School (Joyce Harvey) –  

• Sunday School class will be performing a song during service on Feb. 16th for Love Month 

 

 



 

Youth (Teri Reimer) – No Report 

Witness/Communication (Heather/Brittany) – Please submit any ideas/additions to the website to Brittany. She is 

also looking for pictures, posts, articles, etc. to share on Facebook.  

Susanna Circle (Judy Kennedy) – No Report 

Outreach/Missions (LeeAnn Jones) –  

• We will be having Love Month again.   

o A Calendar will be passed out for everyone with bible verses to read and kind things to do each day.   

o Each Sunday there is a special activity planned. 

 

New Business  

Next Meeting –  

March 17th 7:00pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

• Renewal and first-time applications to work with children and youth will 

begin soon. Current applicants will be asked to review their information, sign  

and date it. A sexual-predator background check using the county sheriff website 

will then be conducted. Applications will be required from all church attendees 

who work with children or have the potential to be in contact with children and 

youth. 

 

o Children’s Church is for children ages 3 to 8. All are reminded that the Nursery 

Attendant or someone from the congregation should be asked help with “crowd 

control” of a large group of children to ensure two adults are present  during 

Children’s Church as stated in our child protection policy. 

    

  

 

 

  

        2020 VBS NEWS 

             When:  July 6 to July 10 

               6:30 to 8:10 

Inspire kids to Armor Up with God and explore where God’s 

power can take you! 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline –February 25, 2020 
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2 – Ed Acosta  

9 – Dennis Yurik 

16 –Linda Szajna 

23 – Joyce Harvey  

 

9 – Karen Landers 

Ed & Grace  

Trase’s 

 

1 – George Rusinko 

2 – Scott Sooy 

      Lucas Downey 

5 – Ron Baron 

      Olivia Fedyszyn 

6 – Mike McCartney 

7 – Stephanie Rusinko 

11 – Bob Harvey 

12 – Kathy Tomes 

14 – Ed Acosta 

16 – Grace Acosta 

        Karen Light 

18 – Mark & Sally Reed 

20 – Gary Fildes 

21 – Sidney Riemer 

         Judy  Bolden 

23 – Gil Baldorf 

26 – Joe Downey 

29 – Ted Schriver 

 

 

2 – Beth Centner 

9 – Grace Acosta 

16 – Ruth Yurik 

23 – Brittany Costa 

 

 

 

2 – Brittany Costa  

9 - Joyce Harvey 

16 – Ruth Yurik 

23 – Karen Landers  

 



 
 Mark Your Calendar 

2 – 9:30am Adult & Youth Sunday School  
10:30am Worship 

after Service - Sub Sale 

 Make “ U” wooden plaque 
 

5 - First meeting 7:00 p.m. at the church to discuss LGBTQ  
 

6 – Choir Practice @ 7pm 

9– Men’s Group 
9:30am Adult & Youth Sunday School  

10:30am Worship 
Potluck Luncheon after Service – Guest Speaker from Nehemiah Mission 

 
12 – Straw Hat Ladies Luncheon at Twisted in Medina 11:30am 

 

13 - Choir Practice @ 7pm 

16 – 9:30am Adult & Youth Sunday School  
10:30am Worship 

Potluck Luncheon after Service 
 

17 – Treats to GTFD at 8pm 
 

20 - Choir Practice @ 7pm 

23 – Men’s Group 
9:30am Adult & Youth Sunday School  

10:30am Worship – Love Month -food/money for Salvation Army 
 

27 – Ash Wednesday 


