
 
 From Susan Gest:  
 
What a sad time for our country this week.  It is hard to imagine that what we are  
accustomed to seeing happen in other countries could ever happen here.  I was 
forwarded this link by a friend.  This song was written just before Christmas and posted 
on YouTube December 29, 2020.  It’s called Hey, God by Mitch Rossell and is worth a 
listen.       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bh6X43Wz0L8 

I want to remind you that our spiritual discipline for this unit is works of mercy.  Today in 
our lesson John the Baptist asks a question of Jesus and the reply Jesus gives is in fact a 
statement about his works of mercy.  Have you been able to practice any acts of mercy 
this week?   

Setting the Context as written by Stan Purdum 

Today’s Scripture reading contains a question from John the Baptist about Jesus and a 
statement from Jesus about John that many Bible readers have found startling. 

Our passage for today is Luke 7: 18-28, but before reading those, notice the context in 
which that reading occurs.  First, in verses 1-10, Luke tells us that Jesus healed the 
deathly ill servant of a centurion from afar.  Second, in verses 11-16, Jesus raised a 
widow’s son from the dead.  Verse 17 says, “This news about Jesus spread throughout 
Judea and the “surrounding region.”  John the Baptist, in prison, heard from his disciples 
about “all these things” Jesus had done. 

Things to think about:  What expectations of Jesus did you have at age ten that you no 
longer have?  At age 20?  How have your past expectations of Jesus affected your faith?  
Made it more robust, weaker, or merely different? 

Jesus Announces Good News 
Focal Passage – Luke 7:18-28    Common English Bible 

Background Text – Luke 7:11-35 

Purpose – To understand how our expectations of Jesus affect our life of faith 

18 John’s disciples informed him about all these things. John called two of his 
disciples 19 and sent them to the Lord. They were to ask him, “Are you the one who is 
coming, or should we look for someone else?” 

20 When they reached Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you. He asks, ‘Are 
you the one who is coming, or should we look for someone else?’” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bh6X43Wz0L8


21 Right then, Jesus healed many of their diseases, illnesses, and evil spirits, and he gave 
sight to a number of blind people. 22 Then he replied to John’s disciples, “Go, report to 
John what you have seen and heard. Those who were blind are able to see. Those who 
were crippled now walk. People with skin diseases are cleansed. Those who were deaf 
now hear. Those who were dead are raised up. And good news is preached to the 
poor. 23 Happy is anyone who doesn’t stumble along the way because of me.” 

24 After John’s messengers were gone, Jesus spoke to the crowds about John. “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to see? A stalk blowing in the wind? 25 What did you go 
out to see? A man dressed up in refined clothes? Look, those who dress in fashionable 
clothes and live in luxury are in royal palaces. 26 What did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 He is the one of whom it’s written: Look, I’m 
sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you. 28 I tell you 
that no greater human being has ever been born than John. Yet whoever is least in 
God’s kingdom is greater than he.” 

Lesson’s Comments from Adult Bible Studies: Hope 
Authored by Stan Purdum 

Luke 7:18-19.  Many readers find this puzzling.  John the Baptist asks whether Jesus is 
indeed the “one who is coming” (verse 19), which was a standard reference to the 
Messiah.   

Luke, along with Matthew, did report that when John preached about the work of the 
one who was coming, he described that work in terms of winnowing and judgement 
(Luke 3:16-17; Matthew 3:11-12).  In contrast, Jesus’ ministry was not marked by 
winnowing and Judging, but by compassion, healing, and the teaching of divine 
forgiveness.  Those miracles and other of Jesus’ deeds of mercy prompted John to send 
his disciples to query Jesus.  Matthew also reports John sending query to Jesus (Matthew 
11:2-3), adding the detail that John was in prison at the time.   

There are three possible explanations for John’s question.  Briefly, those are: 

• John was emotionally exhausted and depressed, causing him to have second 
thoughts. 

• John sent the question to encourage Jesus to make a public announcement of his 
identity. 

• Upon hearing of the healings and other miracles Jesus had done, John had begun 
to think that perhaps Jesus was the Messiah.  Thus, his question was to confirm his 
thought. 

Note that the third explanation suggests that John was rethinking what he expected of 
the Messiah.  Jewish traditions did not speak of the Messiah as a miracle worker.  Still, 



John could have been thinking that maybe the Messiah would come less with judgment 
and more with compassion. 

Verses 20-21.  When John’s disciples reached Jesus with John’s question, Jesus treated 
the query seriously.  But rather than give a yes-or-no reply, he pointed them to the 
evidence.  Verse 21 suggests that, at the moment, Jesus was healing many people.  So he 
told John’s emissaries to report to John what they had seen and heard. 

Jesus’ response to John’s disciples in verse 22 is a chain of phrases from Isaiah 35:5-6 and 
61:1 (Luke 4:18), but with “People with skin diseases are cleansed” and “Those who were 
dead are raised up” added.  In so saying, Jesus was aligning himself with signs or the new 
age that the Old Testament prophet foretold. 

Verse 23.  Jesus’ statement in this verse is in the form of a beatitude, but it’s not clear 
what the meant.  In making the statement, Jesus may have been warning that he and his 
work should not be ignored, or it may have been an appeal for faith in him.  He did not 
outright say “I am the one who is come.”  Instead, he left that as a matter for people to 
judge for themselves, based on what they had seen and heard of his work. 

Verses 24-27.  After John’s disciples departed, Jesus spoke about John to the crowd 
around him.  Jesus asked the same question rhetorically three times about John and, to 
each, he suggested an inadequate answer.  (A rhetorical question is a question posed to 
make a point rather than to get an answer.)  Then he rebutted his second and third 
answers:  Here is a breakdown: 

• First rhetorical question: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? 

• Inadequate answer: “A stalk blowing in the wind?” 

• Rebuttal:  None.  The inadequacy of the answer is obvious.  If John were simply a 
person blown about by the latest fads, there would be no value in listening to him. 
 

• Second rhetorical question: “What did you go out to see?” 

• Inadequate answer: “A man dressed up in refined clothes?” Clearly John did not fit 
that model! 

• Rebuttal: “Look, those who dress in fashionable clothes and live in luxury are in 
royal palaces.”  The people already had contempt for people who radiated wealth 
and privilege.  John deserved respect, not contempt. 
 

• Third rhetorical question: “What did you go out to see?” 

• Inadequate answer: “A prophet?” 

• Rebuttal:  Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.” 

The point of the question asked three times was to build toward the third rebuttal.  
Thanks to the Book of Malachi, there was a belief current in that day that Elijah would 



reappear as a forerunner of the Messiah (Malachi 4:5).  Jesus’ rebuttal makes it clear that 
John was more than a prophet.  He was the prophet God promised in Malachi 3:1, which 
Jesus quoted in Luke 7:27.  Jesus was not saying that John was Elijah come back from the 
dead, but rather that John was the one who fulfilled the Elijah mission prophesied by 
Malachi.  And that, of course, implied that Jesus was the one whose way John came to 
prepare. 

Verse 28.  Since John was the forerunner for Jesus, we may be inclined to assume that 
John was, in effect, the first Christian.  But Jesus’ comment in verse 28 puts John outside 
the kingdom of God.  Jesus was not judging John, nor was he claiming that anything was 
lacking in his character or relationship with God.  In fact, in verse 28, Jesus said “No 
greater human being has ever been born than John.”  John was outside the kingdom in 
this sense: His mission was to prepare people for the reign of God.  It was Jesus whose 
arrival made the kingdom of God present. 

Highlights – from the Student book written by Bruce Batchelor-Glader 

In this week’s Bible passage, John is in prison due to his criticism of the tetrarch Herod 
divorcing his wife in order to marry his brother’s wife, Herodias (Luke 3:19).  This act 
offended the Jews, for it was in violation of Leviticus 20:21: “If a man marries his 
brother’s wife, it is indecent.”   

Jesus’ public ministry did not begin until after John’s arrest.  Two of John’s disciples had 
left John to follow Jesus.  John the Baptist’s disciples visited him in prison and reported to 
him the many things Jesus was doing in his ministry, including healing the sick and 
bringing the dead back to life.  When John heard their account, he sent two of them back 
to Jesus to ask, “Are you the one who is coming, or should we look for someone else?” 
(Luke 3:19). 

This question has often been seen as a sign of despair in John, but the scholar Fred 
Craddock offers another possibility: “The issue is not whether or not one believes that 
Jesus is really doing these things; the issue is, Are these things a Messiah does? . . .Can 
someone who gives time and attention to the dead, the very poor, the outcast, the 
acknowledged violator of the law, and the diseased be God’s Messiah?” 

 

Holy God, open our eyes to your kingdom breaking into our world every day.  Help us to 
shine your light into the dark places.  Help us to see every person as a child of God.  
Help us to show mercy and kindness to all.  Help us to confess our sin when we miss the 
mark and find new opportunities to do better.  Thank you for loving us first and best; in 
Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 


