
 From Susan Gest:  
 
I have been thinking about the spiritual practice of mercy a lot this week; in particular the 
comments by Bruce Batchelor-Glader about sharing with the poor.  He stated “I have 
visited many rummage sales in which nicer clothing is priced higher than stained and 
threadbare items.  This makes sense from a consumer point of view (and makes more 
money for the seller), but it reminds those living on the margins that quality apparel will 
always be out of their price range.  Giving clothing and food to a person who has nothing 
is even more of a challenge, and it’s easy to come up with reasons not to share.”   

Last summer my family had five bikes that we no longer used.  My daughter did some 
research and discovered a charity on the east side of Cleveland that would fix up the 
bikes and give them to inner city kids who needed a bike.  When Jayne and Tim (my kids) 
delivered the bikes to the home of the director, they discovered that this charity, Another 
Chance of Ohio, had a Free Shop, a store where everything is given away for free to those 
in need.   

I usually donate items I no longer want to either The Salvation Army or Goodwill.  Both of 
these are worthy charities, but they put a price tag on items and people pay when they 
visit the stores.  But what if you did not have the money to buy what you desperately 
needed?  I have never been in this situation, but there are so many others who are.  So, 
this month as I cleaned out the cupboards in my kitchen and filled up a box with kitchen 
items I no longer use, I made a decision.  Instead of giving to a charity where items cost 
money I would donate to Another Chance of Ohio.   

The Free Shop is located on East 65th Street a few blocks south of Woodland Avenue and I 
admit I was a little leery, but Jayne and I made the trip.  Much to our surprise, it was in a 
quiet neighborhood in the Slavic village area.  We dropped off the box and were on our 
way a few minutes later.   

 I encourage you to visit the website of Another Chance of Ohio at the link below.  Under 
the tab About you can read about the work of Chairman Barbara Anderson and also read 
her story under the Our History section.  She lives the spiritual practice of mercy every 
day!    

https://anotherchanceofohio.wildapricot.org 

Setting the Context as written by Stan Purdum 

Paul, accompanied by Silas, visited Thessalonica on his second missionary journey.  
According to the account of that visit in Acts 17:1-10, Paul preached in the synagogue 
there and won several converts to Christ. 

https://anotherchanceofohio.wildapricot.org/


According to Acts 17:4, a small number of Jews may have been among the converts.  But 
the more significant amount were Gentiles, probably devout God-fearers attached to the 
synagogue.  They, in turn, must have conveyed the gospel to other non-Jews.  When Paul 
reported to the Thessalonian believers that “people tell us . . . how you turned to God 
from idols” (verse 9), he’s clearly talking about Gentile idol worshipers. 

Paul and Silas stayed in Thessalonica only a few weeks before active resistance from 
other Jews forced them to move on for their own safety.  Shortly after the pair left that 
community, they received word that the believers there were suffering for their 
faithfulness to Christ.  Paul and Silas worried that the troubles might cause some to 
abandon their newfound faith in Christ.  Problems of their own kept Paul and Silas from 
making a return visit (1 Thessalonians 2:18).  Still, they sent their coworker Timothy to 
Thessalonica to minister to them (3:2, 5). 

Timothy eventually returned to Paul and Silas with a good report about the ongoing 
faithfulness of the Thessalonian believers (3:6), even in the face of hardship.  The trio of 
missionaries followed that up with this letter (1:1), penned by Paul on behalf of all three, 
to encourage and strengthen the church in Thessalonica. 

Things to think about:  What kind of ministry would be the most fun for you to do?  
What kind of ministry have you always wanted to do but held back because you 
weren’t trained?  What kind of ministry could you do if you knew that Jesus would 
touch lives through you? 

Hope Because of Christ 
Focal Passage – 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10    Common English Bible 

Background Text – 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10; 4:13-18 

Purpose – To consider how faith, hope, and love are marks of the Christian life 

2 We always thank God for all of you when we mention you constantly in our 
prayers. 3 This is because we remember your work that comes from faith, your effort 
that comes from love, and your perseverance that comes from hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the presence of our God and Father. 4 Brothers and sisters, you are loved by 
God, and we know that he has chosen you. 5 We know this because our good news 
didn’t come to you just in speech but also with power and the Holy Spirit and with deep 
conviction. You know as well as we do what kind of people we were when we were 
with you, which was for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord when 
you accepted the message that came from the Holy Spirit with joy in spite of great 
suffering. 7 As a result you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia. 8 The message about the Lord rang out from you, not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia but in every place. The news about your faithfulness to God has spread so that 
we don’t even need to mention it. 9 People tell us about what sort of welcome we had 



from you and how you turned to God from idols. As a result, you are serving the living 
and true God, 10 and you are waiting for his Son from heaven. His Son is Jesus, who is 
the one he raised from the dead and who is the one who will rescue us from the coming 
wrath. 

Lesson’s Comments from Adult Bible Studies: Hope 
Authored by Stan Purdum 

1 Thessalonians 1:2. Paul told his readers that he and his coworkers thanked God for 
them all and mentioned them in prayer constantly.  Paul was communicating that the 
Thessalonians were never far from the mission team’s thoughts.  

Verse 3.  Paul commended his readers specifically for their “work that comes from faith, . 
. . effort that comes from love, and . . . perseverance that comes from hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father.”  Faith, hope, and love are vital 
ingredients in the Christian life, and Paul also celebrates them in 1 Corinthians 13:13. 

Note that, here, Paul linked each of the three to an activity or characteristic: faith to 
work, love to effort, and hope to perseverance.  This suggests that the three attributes 
have observable manifestations, in other words, discipleship showing in the living of 
one’s daily life. 

Verse 4.  Here, Paul addresses his readers as “brothers and sisters.”  The purpose was to 
denote kinship.  Paul recognized that the Thessalonian believers were “family.”  Paul 
reinforced this kinship later, stating that he and his coworkers “were gentle with you like 
a nursing mother caring for her own children” (1 Thessalonians 2:7) and “like a father 
threats his own children” (2:11). 

Verses 5-6.  Paul reasserted that the Thessalonian believers were chosen by God.  They 
didn’t just accept the message that was preached to them but also received the Holy 
Spirit, who strengthen their convictions.  As a result, they received the mission team 
members and Jesus as models for how they should live “with joy in spite of great 
suffering.”   

Verses 7-9.  Paul compliments the Thessalonians because they had become “an example 
to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia,” a reference to the larger area of which 
Thessalonica was a part.  The church at Thessalonica, Paul was saying, was not merely a 
repository where faith, hope and love were banked away for retrieval after a calamity.  It 
was a place from which the message of faith, the testimony of hope, and the power of 
love went forth to work in the world every day. 

Verse 10.  This is a statement of theology, reminding the Thessalonians that, because 
they were waiting for the return of Jesus, they would be saved “from the coming wrath.” 



Highlights – from the Student book written by Bruce Batchelor-Glader 

Work That Comes by Faith – Have you ever observed how members from the new church 
in town seem to be everywhere imaginable: knocking on doors, sending out postcard 
invitations, riding on parade floats, holding block parties, and handing out backpacks and 
T-shirts?  Every congregation has the opportunity to share Christ with others.  After all, 
that’s how people become associated with a church to begin with: Someone invites them 
into the fellowship.   

The witness of a layperson is of invaluable worth when compared to the words of a 
preacher.  In the early days of the Methodist church, a circuit rider pastor would cover a 
wide territory, preaching daily and offering Communion at a variety of locations.  It would 
often take them five or six weeks to cover their circuit.  All other times of worship would 
be led by the members of the church.   Why not consider praying to God to create a 
passion for ministry that matches your greatest desires?  There is much work to do, but 
God can help us discover or renew the gifts we have to tell the world about the love of 
Christ. 

Effort That Comes From Love – Effort is the kind of work that demands more from us, 
because it will not be satisfied with a short-term commitment.  Effort requires us to keep 
returning, day after day, in faithful acts of service.  The apostle Paul not only planted new 
churches in many locations but kept in touch with them through letters sent by 
messengers as well as through occasional visits.  Paul wanted the church to get in the 
habit of loving one another in all kinds of situations, because their faith would face times 
of trial as well as seasons of joy.   

Love should always be looking for new opportunities to help other persons and new ways 
to grow stronger through service, in whatever ways necessary.  Paul writes, “Love puts up 
with all things, trusts in all things, hopes for all things, endures all things” (1 Corinthians 
13:7).   

Whenever Christians gather together – in church, at home, or elsewhere – we can find 
opportunities to stretch our faith beyond our comfort zones to experience a bolder, 
stronger faith that is up to life’s struggles.  When love shows up unexpectedly in new 
places and then keeps returning again and again, soon the people who live in those 
places begin to trust the giver of love who sends us out into the world.  Doesn’t everyone 
in the world deserve this kind of love?   

Perseverance That Come From Hope in Our Lord Jesus Christ – Whatever difficulties the 
early church was experiencing, they had the confidence that Christ would soon return 
and bring them together with everyone from their community who had already died (1 
Thessalonians 4:16-17).  It still hasn’t happened.  We are still waiting for the coming of 
Christ.  Rather than worry about the day when Christ will return in glory, we can 



persevere in our faith with the hope of seeing Jesus in everyone that we serve.  Because 
Christ is risen and our hope is sure, we don’t have to worry about eternity.  We have all of 
our lives to love and care for others, free of anxiety about God’s love.  Every day is a gift 
and God can use you to touch the lives of others daily.  Persevere in faith and hope, so 
that Christ may be seen in you. 

 

Loving and generous God, through your gift of Christ and the example of his faithful 
followers, we have seen how faith, hope and love are powerful resources for daily 
living.  Help us to live every day with our eyes and hearts open to your presence in our 
lives; in Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 

As a reminder here are the Spiritual Works of Mercy. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aYp9VtoFCA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aYp9VtoFCA

